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16 March 2011 

NEWSFLASH NO 6 OF 2011 

Dear BPSU members 

We received the following sad news from John Austin about John Eldred Davis (honorary 
member of CTMLA): 

“OBITUARY - JOHN ELDRED DAVIS 

It is with much sadness that I have to convey news of 
the sudden an unexpected passing of our friend and 
shooting comrade, John Davis, on the evening of 
Tuesday 15th March. 

John was the longest serving member of the Cape 
Town Muzzle Loading Association.  His 51 years of 
membership of the CTMLA and BPSU of SA began in 
1959.  In recent years he underwent two major 
operations, which decreased his vitality and he 
stopped prone shooting with his 1858 Enfield and 
.303 at the age of 72, in 2009.  

Nevertheless, this did not limit his continuance of regular attending of club shoots, 
Association social events and AGMs right up until February of this year. 

In the earlier years of his membership he was an accomplished target shooter and was 
regularly the winner of many club competitions as attested to by the engraved 
inscriptions of his name on many of the club’s trophies. 

He represented South Africa in the team of muzzleloaders who attended the second 
MLAIC World Muzzle Loading Championship, which was held in Zurich in 1977.  This 
group played a key role in establishing South Africa’s membership of the MLAIC and 
won for it a position in international muzzle loading circles.  John was part of this team 
that did much to enhance the reputation of its shooters and of South Africa as a 
desirable destination in which to hold international muzzle loading events.  As we look 
back on the growth of our sport and achievement of our shooters from then onwards, 

http://www.bpsu.co.za/


 

Chairman:  Merwe van Rensburg (+ 27 82 894 5284);  Vice Chairman:  Japie Maritz (+ 27 83 227 9301); 
Treasurer:  Johann Theron (+ 27 82 557 3283);  Secretary:  Corena de Beer (+ 27 82 826 0453) 

Postal Address:  The Chairman, PO Box 22993, Helderkruin, 1733, South Africa, 
OR The Secretary, P O Box 19065, Tygerberg, 7505, South Africa  

Fax: +27 86 621 3268, Email: corena@mweb.co.za  

2 

we do indeed owe much of this to the beginnings laid down by that early team of 
shooting ambassadors for South Africa, amongst whom, John Davis was present.  

As a person, John was a gentle and well-mannered person who made friends easily and 
who was always approachable and willing to offer his help when this was required.  He 
never spoke ill of anyone and was truly always a pleasure to be with on club shooting 
days. 

In 2000 an Honorary Life Membership was bestowed upon him by the CTMLA for his 
achievements as a target shooter for his exceptional service and loyalty to the 
Association and its members over the preceding 40 years. 

We will be diminished by the loss of the wonderful friendship that we have shared with 
him over some five decades.  

Our sincerest and heartfelt condolences are extended to his wife Lindy and to his 
daughter and son, Nicola and Robin. 

We will miss John. 

John Austin” 

 

Kind regards 

 

MERWE VAN RENSBURG 
CHAIRMAN: BPSU of SA 
merwe.vanrensburg@postoffice.co.za  
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